RECONSTRUCTION

white male citizens of the state should be en-
rolled, and then, when a majority of them had
taken the oath of allegiance, the loyal people of
the state should be entitled to elect delegates
to a convention to re-establish a state govern-
ment. This convention was required to insert
into any constitution three provisions: First, a
provision to prevent prominent civil or military
officers of the Confederate government from
voting for or becoming members of the legis-
lature or governor; second, a provision that in-
voluntary servitude is for ever prohibited and
the freedom of all persons guaranteed in these
states; and third, that no debts created by the
rebel state government should be recognised or
paid by the new state.

Further, as Davis objected to the exercise of
Presidential power in this sphere, the bill con-
tained provisions which ensured that no stage in
the process of a state's readmission into the
Union could be carried through finally without
the approval of Congress. For he asserted that
Congress alone had authority in the rebellious
Territories. Therefore his bill provided that when
a convention had adopted a constitution, or it
had been ratified by the electors of the state, the
President, after obtaining the assent of Congress,
should by proclamation recognise the govern-
ment so established and none other as the consti-
tutional government of the state. Moreover, from
the date of such recognition and not before,
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